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the author's brain. It proclaims no break with the past, nor any new 
method by which philosophy is to be revolutionized. On the contrary, the 
author's purpose rather seems to be to bring together divergent currents of 
thought, and to discover what is true and permanent in each of them. 
" The time would seem ripe," he says, " for an unprejudiced attempt to fuse 
what is true and valuable in the older English tradition with the newer doc- 
trines which have now become naturalized among us. In betaking ourselves 
to Lotze and Hegel we need not forget what we have learned from Mill and 
Spencer ; and if we can hold the old and the new together we may perhaps 
find ourselves on the way to the synthesis which we seek " (p. ix). 

A slight examination of Mr. Hobhouse's book is sufficient to show that 
his own investigation has been painstaking and thorough, and that he has 
kept constantly before him the results of other writers of the present day, 
like Bradley and Bosanquet in England, and Sigwart and Wundt in Ger- 
many, who have all had to some extent a similar object in view. The book 
falls into three parts. Part I, entitled "Data" (pp. 15-188), has twelve 
chapters, and discusses, among other topics, Simple Apprehension, Memory 
Ideas, The General Nature and Validity of Judgment. The second part 
(pp. 189-482) deals with Inference, and has twenty chapters. The more 
fundamental metaphysical problems are reserved for the third part, entitled 
" Knowledge." We have eight chapters, with the following titles : I. Valid- 
ity ; II. The Validity of Knowledge ; III. The Conception of External 
Reality ; IV. Substance ; V. The Conception of Self ; VI. Reality as a 
System ; VII. Knowledge and Reality ; VIII. Grounds of Knowledge and 
Belief. 

A review of the book will follow. J. E. C. 

Die Lokalisationstheorie angewandt auf psychologische Probleme. 

Beispiel : Warum sind wir zerstreut ? Von Georg Hirth. Mit einer 

Einleitung von Ludwig Edinger. Zweite vermehrte Auflage. Miinchen, 
G. Hirth 's Verlag, 1895. — pp. xxiv, 112. 

This book, now in its second edition, had its origin in a discussion before 
the Munich Psychological Association in April, 1894. It is, to put the 
matter briefly, an attempt to show how much better off we should be, if we 
knew more than we do about the localization of nervous processes in the 
brain. While acknowledging that only a few sensory and motor areas have 
as yet been definitely made out, the author believes that associative systems 
of cells and fibres exist, whose locality it is theoretically possible to deter- 
mine, — systems which function more or less independently, are differently 
developed at different ages and in different individuals, and whose func- 
tioning, whether conscious or automatic, constitutes thought life. ' Psychic ' 
and ' nervous ' are for the author interchangeable terms ; and consciousness 
is an epiphenomenon of psychic life. Self-consciousness is still more casual, 
as it were, depending wholly upon the activity of the peripheral organs, 
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which makes possible the distinction between inner and outer. As for 
' attention,' it means that state of any nervous element in which it is fully 
ready to discharge. Herr Hirth is willing, however, to make a concession 
to our traditions here, and substitute the coined word ' Merksamkeit' for 
' Aufmerksamkeit.' 

The associative systems which do our thinking for us, and to which the 
author gives the name ' Merksysteme,' he classifies as follows : (i) primi- 
tive feelings and impulses connected with the physical self, — movements 
for nourishment, walking, etc. ; (2) later predominantly motor associations, 
e.g., swimming, dancing, manual dexterities ; (3) later predominantly sen- 
sory associations, — language, thought, aesthetics ; (4) such complicated 
groupings as make up moral personality, the virtues, etc. These systems, 
as we have said, are to a degree independently variable, and may be inher- 
ited independently, those which are oldest in the history of the race being 
most stable. 

The latter part of the discussion is occupied with a treatment of the 
nature of absent-mindedness, or mental distraction, as a specimen problem 
to be elucidated by the preceding hypotheses. Distraction, when not 
abnormal, is due either to the fact that the peripheral occasionally asserts 
its rights and interrupts an exclusively central train of thought, or to the 
fatigue of one associative system, and the consequent increased activity of 
a different one. 

The author apologizes, in the preface to the second edition, for the intro- 
duction of sections on what he calls ' two original energies of the nervous 
system', namely, the power of externalizing conscious states, and the fact 
that the central nervous system as such is not sensed. He considers it 
important to emphasize these points, though they are not strictly relevant 
to the rest of the discussion, because it is of great advantage for psychology 
to substitute " the operation of energies " for such " philosophical abstrac- 
tions," as, e.g., an innate principle of causality. It is difficult to see why 
an original energy is not as abstract a conception as an innate idea. 

Whether we agree or not that Herr Hirth has given us glimpses of the 
coming psychology, it is questionable whether so elaborate a structure, 
built on the basis of undiscovered facts, is worth the trouble of its 
production. Margaret Washburn. 

Psychologie du caractere. Contribution a l'ethologie. Par Albert 
LeVy, Docteur en philosophic et lettres de 1'Universite Libre de Bruxelles. 
Paris, Felix Alcan, 1896. — pp. 207. 

This is a thesis presented to the University of Brussels for the doctor's 
degree. The writer's aim is twofold : to enumerate the various sources 
which contribute to form that very complex whole, the human character ; 
and to furnish an approximate classification for the varieties of character. 
He distinguishes first between the innate and the acquired elements. The 



